Riga and its cultural-historical 

monuments and landscapes
Excursion No 4

Annotation
Riga (Ethnographic Open-Air Museum of Latvia - Old Riga - Alberta Street)
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Riga – the capital of Latvia.

The archaeological discoveries in the territory of Riga testify that a settlement existed there already in the 12th century. 

Nowadays Riga is the biggest city of Baltic States. It covers 307.17 km2 and there are 747,2 thousand inhabitants residing in Riga.
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Ethnographic Open-Air Museum of Latvia founded in 1924, is one of the oldest open-air museums in Europe. Historical dwellings, peasants', fishermen's and artisans' homesteads, a tavern and windmills have been gathered here from all over Latvia. Masters of 18 different crafts demonstrate their work: spoon-carvers, bee-keepers, potters and others. The organ and folk music concerts and regular craft fairs take place in the summer time. 
Old Riga

Old Riga is the historical and geographical centre of Riga, located on the right bank of the Daugava River. Old Riga comprises a fairly small interior fortification system area (built during XIII-XVIII centuries), where unique middle-aged architectural monuments are concentrated.

In the architecture of the historic centre of Riga examples of all architectural styles characteristic for the Northern Europe, from Gothic to Modernism, are found. In 1997 the historic centre of Riga due to this valued architecture was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.
Alberta Street
Alberta Street carries the name of the man who founded Riga. Now it is one of the most beautiful and splendid streets in the city, representing all that Art Nouveau style can offer. The construction of this street took place in a rather short period of time - from 1901 till 1908. The authors of the magnificent buildings are M. Eisenstein, N. Mandelstam and K. Pekshens.  
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